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Bless Me, Ultima Vocabulary #1   Name: 

1. blasphemy (noun) 
*My mother said the Marez clan was full of freethinkers, which was a blasphemy to her, but my father only laughed (29).  
 
He uttered blasphemies against life itself. 
Predicted Definition: 

Actual Definition: 

Notes: 

 

2. knell (noun) 
Today [the church bell] was not just telling us that in five minutes the mass would begin, today it was crying the knell of Lupito 
(34). 
 
We watched the sunset, the knell of parting day.  
Predicted Definition: 

Actual Definition: 

Notes: 

 

3. plaintive (adjective) 
It was sad to hear their plaintive voices in the candlelit room (44). 
 
That’s too bad, because despite her plaintive plea, she ought to be judged. 
Predicted Definition: 

Actual Definition: 

Notes: 

 

 

 



 2 

4. melee (noun) 
For a long time I was held hypnotized by the thundering herd, then with a cry of resolution exploding from my throat I rushed 
into the melee (57). 
 
At least twenty people were hurt in the melee when the Walmart Christmas shopper used pepper spray to beat everyone to 
the sale items.   
Predicted Definition: 

Actual Definition: 

Notes: 

 

5. turgid (adjective) 
My brothers had spent the winter sleeping during the day and in town at night. They were like turgid animals who did things 
mechanically (65). 

He thought he sounded intelligent, but most people rolled their eyes at his turgid comments.  
Predicted Definition: 

Actual Definition: 

Notes: 

 

6. audacity (noun) 
His forwardness and audacity often caught them off guard (67). 

To have the audacity to make these decisions without enough data is what leads to wasteful spending. 
Predicted Definition: 

Actual Definition: 

Notes: 
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7. irrevocable (adjective) 
They knew that it was within the power of the father to curse his sons, and ay! a curse laid on a disobedient son or daughter 
was irrevocable (72).  
 
The Prince’s irrevocable decree forced the thief to have his hands chopped off.  
Predicted Definition: 

Actual Definition: 

Notes: 

 

8. stoic (adjective) 
“Ay, Marez men,” she said stoically and turned to my father (72). 

His stoic face as they read the guilty verdict enraged his victims even more. 
Predicted Definition: 

Actual Definition: 

Notes: 

 

9. avail (noun, verb) 
Even to the great doctor in Las Vegas we took him, to no avail (84).  

All our efforts availed us little in trying to force a change.  
Predicted Definition: 

Actual Definition: 

Notes: 
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10. admonish (verb) 
He told the story only to papa, who admonished him not to repeat it (88).  
 
Usually, he uses assemblies to admonish students for their disrespect.  
Predicted Definition: 

Actual Definition: 

Notes: 

 

 

Prefixes Roots Suffixes 

in- graph -ist 

inter- log -less 

mal-/male- mort  

mis-   

mono-   

non-   

 

***Words, prefixes, roots, suffixes from any previous quizzes may 
appear on this quiz. 

 

 

 

 

 

*The first sample sentence for each word is from Bless Me, Ultima. The second sample sentence is adapted from 
dictionary.com 


